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made out by the judge. He won his case, and thereby had it established
that the superintendent of an asylum is the sole judge as to whether a
patient will be admitted or not. The difficulty arose in connection
with a patient who was a dotard. The Commission and the super
intendents of asylums do not appear to regard such patients as techni
cally insane. A large and increasing number of such persons are sent
to the asylums, and as they need much attention and nursing the whole
question has assumed considerable importance. Its solution ought to
be possible by friendly conference rather than by appeal to law. But
now that the law is declared to be on the side of the superintendents
there may be less difficulty in future. It is, however, very questionable
whethe^ it is altogether desirable to have virtually two competing
authorities deciding on a person's insanity. The remedy of discharging

a patient as not insane is always open to a superintendent without
coming into actual conflict with the judge's order.

Collins1 HomÅ“opathicHospital.â€”This is a new asylum, which was to

be opened in 1898. Dr. Allen, of Middletown, has been appointed
as superintendent.

Many interesting photographs accompany these asylum reports.

Psychologische Untersuchungen Ã¼berdas Lesen (Psyclwlogical Investiga
tions on Reading). By Prof. ERDMANN and Dr. DODGE. Halle,
Max Niemeyer, 1898, pp. 360, price i2s.

This most interesting work gives a full account of a number of ex
perimental investigations on the psychological conditions which accom
pany reading. The scope of the experiments was limited to two lines
of investigation : i, the optical perception of printed symbols ; 2.
the reproduction of the sound symbols set in motion by the perceived
printed symbols. The authors purposely excluded a third most im
portant element which is present during intelligent reading, viz. the
reproduction of the meaning associated with the sound symbols. They
limited their researches to letters and words only.

The previously accepted opinion, advocated by Grashey, Wernicke,
and others, was that in reading, each letter of each word is successively
perceived and recognised, and its corresponding sound called up. The
authors' experiments go directly against this, and prove conclusively
that such is not the case. They investigated first of all the number of
letters clearly seen and recognised when the eye is directed to a certain
fixed point in a line of print, and they found that it measured from S
to 13 mm. This is very much less than the corresponding area of
the fovea centralis, or centre of clearest vision. They next directed
attention to the eye movements which occur during reading, and found
that these were fairly constant when the text read was easily intelli
gible and not quite unfamiliar. They also found that in reading along
a line from left to right the eye rests at fairly definite intervals on certain
points in the line, during which the letters around these points are re
cognised. The number of these points varies, of course, with the length
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of the line, but they are separated from each other by intervals con
siderably greater than the areas of distinct vision. That is to say,
letters, and even words, can be recognised which are situated to right
and left of the field of distinct vision. The pauses in the movements of
the eyes take up much more time than the movements, and the ratio
varies according to the familiarity and intelligibility of the text. They also
proved that it is impossible to recognise letters during the progress of the
eye movements. They therefore designate the pauses as reading pauses.
Their main experiments were directed to a full examination of these
reading pauses, and the field covered by the eye during them. It is
impossible fully to enter into these experiments, but some of their main
conclusions may be stated. When letters succeed each other so as to form
words, four times as many can be recognised during a reading pause as
when they do not. Familiarity with their outline, therefore, counts for
a great deal in the recognition of words during reading. The same
thing applies to the association of words in intelligible sentences. They
further established the curious fact that a word of four letters can be
recognised in less time than a single letter. They also critically
examine, though not on an experimental basis, the process of apprehen
sion of the meaning of symbols, and conclude that " discrimination "

does not enter into it.
The whole work is a model of what such a research ought to be,

and is further enhanced by literary elegance. More work on similar
lines is earnestly to be hoped for.

The Investigation and Estimation of the Traumatic Element in Diseases
of the Nervous System (Die Untersuchung und BegutachtiiÃ¬igbei
traumatischen Erkrankungen des Nervensystems). By Dr. P.
SCHUSTER. Berlin, 1899, pp. 196, price 4*.

In these days of compulsory compensation for accidents it must
necessarily have fallen to the lot of many asylum physicians to have had
to investigate and estimate the effects of injury on the mental and
nervous diseases of certain of their patients. As, too, it is chiefly in
connection with the nervous system that complaints, both real and
spurious, are made of the effects of accidents, and as in addition it is in
this realm that the detection of imposture is most difficult, it is of prime
importance that the physician who investigates such complaints should
be well prepared for the thorough performance of his task. Dr. Schuster's

book gives a very complete account of the methods of investigating such
cases, and of the symptoms to which special attention should be directed.

In the first chapter a short account is given of the necessary legal
processes as they exist in Germany. They seem to be rather com
plicated, and to tend to considerable delay in the settlement of claims.
In the second chapter important points in the history, hereditary and
personal, are touched upon. The chief of these are an hereditary tendency
to nervous disease, and the existence, previous to the injury, of alcoholic
habits in the patient. Stress is also laid on investigating his nervous and


